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Summary:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ss  

Date News and source Evidence 

TII on TAPS 

30 October   
2021 

In Munshiganj town, Muktarpur, Sepahipara and 
Mirkadim in different places, retailers are displaying 
advertisements for various tobacco products. Although 
there is a public tobacco product policy, the 
shopkeepers are promoting the products in front of the 
shops at the persuasion of the companies. Not obeying 
the tobacco law. This puts young people and teenagers 
at risk of being attracted to smoking. 

Link  

 

TII on CSR 

30 October 
2021 

A Better Tomorrow CSR Awards 2021  
Top officials of six organisations -- Banglalink, BSRM 
Group, Dutch-Bangla Bank, Nestlé Bangladesh, Prime 
Bank and Standard Chartered Bangladesh -- that won A 
Better Tomorrow CSR Awards, and five individuals -- 
Amiya Prapan Chakraborty Arka, Esrat Karim Eve, 
Ahmed Imtiaz Jami, Tawhida Shiropa and Ratul Dev -- 
honoured as the Young Humanitarian of the Year with 
Planning Minister MA Mannan, during the award 
ceremony at Le Meridien Dhaka last evening. Keynote 
speakers Rajiv Prasad Shaha, chairman and managing 

 

A total of 33 industry interferences were reported in October. Notable among these we identified 
that, A Better Tomorrow CSR Awards 2021 and A total of 19 companies in 6 categories are 
shortlisted including British American Tobacco Bangladesh Company Limited (BATBC) for the 
President's Industrial Development Award 2019. 

With the technical assistance of the Union, WBB Trust has collected all the information about the 
interferences done by the tobacco companies. A brief report on the activities of tobacco 
companies has been prepared in recent times. 
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director of Kumudini Welfare Trust of Bengal, Shehzad 
Munim, MD of BAT Bangladesh, and The Daily Star 
Editor Mahfuz Anam. 
 
Link 
Link   

03 October 
2021 

A total of 19 companies in 6 categories are shortlisted 
including British American Tobacco Bangladesh 
Company Limited (BATBC) for the President's 
Industrial Development Award 2019. 
 
Link  

12 October 
2021 

‘Bondhusheba’ is a web-based messaging platform to 
support the farming community. This platform will 
help us to reach our farmers on time to provide required 
information regarding weather, Good Agricultural 
Practices (GAP), Sustainability, Crop Planning etc. 
through SMS.  To ensure success of farmers in all 
aspects of farming, BAT Bangladesh have undertaken a 
number of initiatives to enrich farmer’s livelihood and 
pave a path towards A Better Tomorrow. 
 
Link  

 

14 October 
2021 

Xceed Campus Ambassador program is back! BATB 
asking to work with a team that shares avid curiosity & 
ambition, step up to represent one of the largest 
multinationals on campus. 
 
Link  
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27 October 
2021 

BAT Bangladesh pledges to contribute to 8 SDGs 
directly and to partner with the government to achieve 
the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030 – in its 
plight to take the country to newer heights – in pursuit 
of ‘A Better Tomorrow’ they said.   
 
 
Link  

 
TII on Tax 

07 October 
2021

The National Board of Revenue (NBR) has demanded 
Tk. 2,471.10 crore from British American Tobacco 
Bangladesh Limited (BATBC), a food and accessories 
company listed on the stock exchange. According to 
NBR the special order of 2017, high rates of VAT and 
supplementary duty are applicable to international 
brands of cigarettes. This order was canceled in 2018. 
But before that, cigarettes are subject to high tariffs. 
 
Link  
Link  

 

10 October 
2021

Customs Excise and VAT Department Kushtia Circle-
2, officials seized revenue evaded 40,000 Jamuna Bidi 
and 80,000 Ayan bidi without VAT invoice worth Tk. 
86,400 at Baromile bus stand area in Bheramara of 
Kushtia. 
 
 
Link 

 
12 October 
2021 

A mobile court led by Nabiganj Upazila Executive 
Officer and Executive Magistrate Sheikh Mohi Uddin 
fined three traders Tk. 7,000 for producing and selling 
revenue evaded fake bidi at Gujakhair market in 
Nabiganj of Habiganj. 
 
Link   
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16 October 
2021 

A mobile court led by Assistant Commissioner (Land) 
Executive Magistrate Uttam Kumar Das in Nabiganj 
Upazila, 25,000 fake bidis were seized revenue evaded 
and Md. Akib Hossain fined Tk. 10,000 for selling fake 
bidi at Gujakhair Bazar of Sadar Union. 
 
Link  

 

23 October 
2021 

In Atpara Upazila of Netrokona, under the management 
of Revenue Officer Masudur Rahman Masud, the 
Customs Excise and VAT Department seized revenue 
evaded 75,000 fake bidi including fake band-roll from 
12 shops. 
 
Link  

 
25 October 
2021 

Deputy Director, Consumer Rights Protection, Sylhet 
in association with Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) 
seized revenue evaded illegal Nasir bidi, Akib bidi with 
fake band-roll and various illegal items from 9 shops 
and fined Tk. 46, 000. 
 
Link 

 

28 October 
2021 

A mobile court led by Gangni Upazila Assistant 
Commissioner (Land) and Executive Magistrate of 
mobile court Nazmul Alam associated with RAB-7 
Gangni Camp, destroyed fake cigarettes worth Tk. 
50,000 has fined businessman named Asif Hossain Tk. 
30,000 for possessing and sentenced him to one year 
imprisonment for non-payment at Gangni in Meherpur. 
 
Link  
Link  

 

31 October 
2021 

Police arrested two people while they were marketing 
44,000 Ripon, Mamata and Mohini bidi using fake 
stamps (band-roll) on the bidi packets for making 
illegal profits from Merenga Bazar under Nandail 
upazila of Kishoreganj. 
 
 
Link  
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TII on Smuggling 
02 October  
2021 

A team led by Sanitary Inspection Officer Faruk 
Hossain seized 29 and a half bags of illegal tax evaded 
bidi from in Jagannath Basudebpur area. Later, in 
Thakurgaon Sadar Upazila Jagannathpur Parishad, 
evidence was found that 15 bags of bidi were removed 
from the 29 and a half bags kept in custody. 
 
Link  

 

12 October  
2021 

Rapid Action Battalion arrested Md. Azgar Ali with 
revenue evaded 4,420 pieces foreign cigarettes at 
Khilkhet in Dhaka. 
 
Link  

 
13 October  
2021 

Bangladesh Textiles and Chemical Fiber Industry 
Limited, an importer of Cumilla EPZ, imported two 
containers of goods from China under the Bond facility, 
announcing textile and textile equipment. But after 
opening the container, the declared product was not 
found in the consignment, instead 1.13 crore cigarettes 
arranged in layers were found; the market value 
including duty is Tk. 34 crore and the estimated import 
value is Tk. 7 crore. Of this, the amount of duty is Tk. 
27 crore. The customs team of Chattogram Customs 
seized the consignment of illegal customs and illegal 
cigarettes. 
 
Link 

 

16 October  
2021 

In Chapainawabganj at Shibganj upazila, members of 
the Rahanpur Battalion, 59 Border Guard Bangladesh 
(BGB) led by Battalion Commander Lt. Col. Md. Amir 
Hossain Mollah recovered 59 kg of ownerless bidi and 
many other illegal items in a separate operation at the 
Indian border.  
 
Link  
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21 October  
2021 

An operation team of Rapid Action Battalion (RAB)-5's 
camp raided and arrested Md. Selim (34), a smuggler 
with 154,000 Indian bidi at Shibganj in 
Chapainawabganj. 
 
 
Link  

24 October  
2021 

Border Guard Bangladesh has seized a large quantity of 
goods in different border areas of Sunamganj district. 
The patrol team of Nagaon BOP seized revenue evaded 
6,000 pieces of Indian bidi from Chhamednagar in 
Rangarchar Union under Sunamganj Sadar Upazila, 
valued at Tk. 10,200. The patrol team of Mathgaon 
BOP seized revenue evaded 77,000 pieces of Indian 
Nasir Bidi from Darpagram in Laxmipur Union under 
Doarabazar Upazila, valued at Tk. 130,900. The patrol 
of Chinakandi BOP seized revenue evaded 7,000 pieces 
of Indian Nasir Bidi from Kapna in Dhanpur Union 
under Bishwambharpur Upazila, valued at Tk. 11,900. 
 
Link 

 

26 October  
2021 

In a separate operation of RAB-10, 2 cigarettes black-
marketeer along with revenue evaded 4,099 pieces of 
foreign cigarettes were seized from Sabujbagh area of 
the capital, said a press release.  
 
Link 

 
TII on Misleading 

11 October  
2021 

Adolescents’ boys and girls in UAE and Arab region 
attracted to vaping (electric cigarettes) instead of 
cigarettes. They claim that because of its different 
flavors, young people more inclined towards vaping. 
 
Link 

 
12 October  
2021 

According to an analysis of Property Rights Alliance 
among four countries researchers found, developed 
countries such as the United Kingdom, France, Canada 
and New Zealand achieved great success to reduce 
smoking by encouraging vaping.  
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Rate of smoking reduction in these countries is on 
average almost double that of other countries. 
 
Link 

13 October  
2021

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA), United 
States of America’s food and drug regulator approved 
E-cigarette to keep smokers away from cigarettes and 
to control buying and selling of cigarettes in country. 
However, FDA has legalized only three e-cigarettes 
with tobacco flavor. These products are R.J. Reynolds 
brand. 
 
 
Link 
Link  

 

22 October  
2021

False declarations are being made day after day infront 
of the eyes of the customs. On September 17 this year, 
customs seized revenue evaded two containers full of 
foreign cigarettes at Chittagong port. Bangladesh 
Textile and Chemical Fiber Industry Limited imported 
13 lakh cigarettes from China by announcing the 
import of textiles and textile equipment. According to 
the customs authorities, there was an attempt to evade 
revenue of Tk. 27 crore including customs and taxes. 
 
Link  

 

24 October  
2021 

A study by the US Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention found that menthol cigarettes are far more 
harmful than regular cigarettes. Menthol cigarettes are 
preferred by more than half (about 54 percent) of 
smokers under the age of 30 worldwide. According to 
experts, the effects of menthol in these cigarettes cause 
a feeling of cold in mouth, throat and lungs, which 
doubles the risk of blood pressure, heart disease and 
cancer compared to regular cigarettes. 
 
Link  

 



Tobacco Industry Interference (TII) 
Monitoring Report 

January 2021, Dhaka, Bangladesh   
 

Prepared by: WBB trust                                                                     Supported by: The Union   
 
25 October  
2021

Brand Ambassador of Voice of Vapors, where speakers 
said, vaping is one of most effective ways to reduce the 
risk of smoking, according to webinar researchers. 
Among them were Michael Landl, director of the 
World Vapor Alliance, Shahriar Arifin, deputy general 
manager of Unimed Unihealth Pharmaceuticals, former 
registrar of the surgery department at Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital, and Dr. Rajiv Joarder and Sumon 
Zaman, President of Bangladesh Electronic Nicotine 
Delivery System Traders Association spoke. 
 
Link  
Link 

 

Others 
07 October  
2021 

Golden, Bengal, Abul, Mansur, Akij and Moti bidi 
factories situated in Lalmonirhat. Children to elderly, 
man and women are working in these bidi factories. 
Bidi workers fetching health complications. Experts 
saying, bidi factory owners ignoring workers health 
hazard. 
 
link 

 

13 October  
2021 

Even with written complaints in various departments, 
poisonous tobacco leaves crashing machines in open 
space not stopped at Kaliganj upazila in Lalmonirhat. 
Tobacco leaves powder blowing with wind and 
polluting area.  
 
Link 

 

27 October  
2021 

After reviewing and approving the audited financial 
statements for the quarter discussed at the meeting of 
the Board of Directors of the British American Tobacco 
Bangladesh Company Limited (BATBC), the company 
announced the dividend in light of the latest quarterly 
(July, 2021- September, 2021) financial results and 
declared an interim 125 per cent cash dividend. 
However, the company's share price is seen declining in 
the first hour of trading in the Dhaka market. 
 
Link 
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27 October  
2021 

Tobacco sector contributes 11 percent of government's 
internal revenue, where 5 million people directly and 
indirectly employed. Tobacco industry authorities said, 
in recent years, desired revenue not coming due to 
inconsistent price rise and policy-related inequality in 
tobacco products and various anti-tobacco 
organizations and NGO’s interventions. They urged to 
include tobacco- industry representatives while forming 
any tobacco related policy. 
 
Link 

 

27 October  
2021 

British American Tobacco Bangladesh Company 
Limited (BATBC), a global tobacco company, declared 
125 per cent interim cash dividend for its shareholders. 
This dividend declared based on reviewing its audited 
financial statements in 9 months during July, 2020 to 
March, 2021. 
 
Link 

 

31 October  
2021

Covid had a negative impact on the business of local 
and multinational companies last year. Tobacco listed 
multinational British American Tobacco Bangladesh 
Company (BATBC) Limited has earned Tk. 24,443 
crore in first three quarters of current financial year. 
Where in same period of previous financial year 
income was 20 thousand 380 crores. During this time 
the company's revenue has increased by about 20 
percent. Due to increase in revenue, company's after-
tax net profit has increased by 32.59 percent during this 
period.  
 
Link  

 

 


